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Program overview

Christians today are ready to explore new perspectives on Christianity, and 
they are seeking solid, biblically-based sources. They are ready to catch the 
vision of the prophets of Israel. To reach these seekers, with God’s help, we 
present First Fruits of Zion: A Promise of What is to Come.

The First Fruits of Zion television program delivers a high-energy, profes-
sional presentation of the prophetic aspects of the Gospel message from a 
Messianic Jewish perspective. Every episode opens new insights into the 
teaching of Jesus of Nazareth with end-times implications. Kingdom-focused 
and Jesus-centered, this is Messianic Jewish teaching at its best. It will encour-
age Christians to go deeper in their personal relationship with the Jewish 
Messiah.

The program tagline, “A Promise of What is to Come,” acknowledges that 
there is something greater taking place than just learning and understanding 
the Bible in a new way. We are part of a restoration and a return predicted by 
Moses, the prophets, Yeshua (Jesus) and the apostles. The modern state of 
Israel and the Messianic Jewish revival we see today is only the first blossom-
ing of the great, final redemption which will usher in the kingdom of Messiah. 
The big picture is a glimpse of the kingdom, and a vision to see this restora-
tion fulfilled. First Fruits of Zion: A Promise of What is to Come attempts to 
bring this “big picture” to the small screen.



First Fruits oF Zion — season 1 teachers

Boaz Michael
FOUNDER AND DIRECTOR 

STRENGThS: Vision, passion, 
and heart to defend the 
Messiah’s character and role 
to the Jewish people. 

ToBy Janicki
STAFF TEAChER, FFOZ 

STRENGThS: Communication, 
graciousness, and a deep 
desire to connect the church 
back to its relationship with 
Israel. 

aaron eBy
STAFF TEAChER, FFOZ 

STRENGThS: hebrew and 
Greek translation, Jewish 
literacy, and a passion to 
see faith in Jesus strength-
ened and restored.

resources

For the past 20 years our primary means of teaching has been through develop-
ment of resources. By God’s help, we have created books, discipleship programs, 
and commentaries on the Bible from a Jewish perspective. These resources will 
not only serve as the backbone of the content on the television program, but 
will benefit our viewers as a source of continued learning and growth.

Program objectives

Ú Contextualize the teaching of Jesus 

Ú Open new biblical insights

Ú Introduce the biblical priority of 
Israel

Ú Emphasize kingdom living

Ú Rejuvenate faith in Jesus

Ú Connect Christians to their 
Jewish roots

technical sPecs — season 1

Ú Broadcast Ready, Closed Captioned

Ú 26 half-hour episodes (28:30)

Ú Originally shot in hD, also available 
in SD (by request only)

Ú high Definition (hD) Settings: 
720p30 (1280 x 720); 29.97 fps

Ú Standard Definition (SD) Settings: 
D1/DV NTSC Widescreen 16:9  
(720 x 480); 29.97 fps

Ú Audio: Stereo; sample rate 48 khz

Ú Each episode contains a short 
hebrew teaching segment shot 
on-location in Jerusalem

Ú For customized deliverables, 
please contact: 

   Joel Powell 
  AUDIO/VIDEO DIRECTOR, FFOZ 
  joel@ffoz.org



From the cover: The inscription ב״ה is an acronym in hebrew that stands for Be’ezrat HaShem (בעזרת השם), 
which means “With God’s help.” It serves as a reminder that we are dependent upon God for everything we 
do, and that all must be done for his sake and his glory.

endorsements
 FFOZ has a reputation for integrity, 

solid scholarship, and serious 
commitment to truth. This program 
will greatly benefit those who desire a 
clearer understanding of the Jewish 
context of the Gospels which are 
Jewish texts written by Jewish authors 
in the context of second Temple 
Judaism.

Dr. h. Bruce Stokes
PROFESSOR, CALIFORNIA BAPTIST UNIVERSITY
RIVERSIDE, CA

 I have been learning with and 
utilizing FFOZ materials for many 
years. I have found significant 
blessings in my personal life and I 
have grown closer to God as I have 
seen him interact with his people in 
Scripture. In my church, I have seen 
the Biblical IQ of my congregation 
grow exponentially.

Bill Beyer
PASTOR, TRINITY LUThERAN ChURCh
FORT ATKINSON, WI

 It is crucial for us, as Christians, to 
understand the Bible. To understand 
what God has designed us to do and 
what Jesus taught us to do. FFOZ does 
a very good job of opening up those 
truths and really bringing the entire 
Bible to life.

Tim Grandstaff
LEAD PASTOR, GENESIS ChURCh
ORLANDO, FL

 I greatly respect the work of FFOZ.  
No other organization has wrestled 
with and worked through the issues 
of Gentile identity alongside Israel as 
effectively. They affirm the unique 
role of Gentiles as Gentiles—all the 
while they educate the church in a 
manner that affirms and informs one 
of their historical roots. I think the 
television program will be a huge 
blessing to many.

Dr. Michael Schiffman
DIRECTOR, ChEVRA USA
WORThINGTON, Oh

 Seeing Christianity in its Jewish context is a crucial contemporary concern. FFOZ 
is uniquely positioned to address this in two important ways. First, it brings to the 
fore the Jewishness of Jesus. Second, it provides a much needed correction to 
replacement theology.

J. Brian Tucker, Ph.D.
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF NEW TESTAMENT
MOODY  ThEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
PLYMOUTh, MI



season 1 — ePisode list               26 broadcast-ready ePisodes available now

EPISODE 01: The Good News

EPISODE 02: Messiah

EPISODE 03: Call his Name Yeshua

EPISODE 04: Jewish Prophecies

EPISODE 05: Son of David

EPISODE 06: Exile and Redemption

EPISODE 07: Ingathering of Israel

EPISODE 08: The Gospel Message

EPISODE 09: Repentance

EPISODE 10: The Kingdom is Now

EPISODE 11: None Greater than John

EPISODE 12: Raising Disciples

EPISODE 13: The Torah is not Canceled

EPISODE 14: Seek First the Kingdom

EPISODE 15: Thy Kingdom Come

EPISODE 16: Keys to the Kingdom

EPISODE 17: Binding and Loosing

EPISODE 18: Speaking in Parables

EPISODE 19: The Golden Rule

EPISODE 20: What Day is the Sabbath?

EPISODE 21: Foretaste of the Kingdom

EPISODE 22: Fringes of the Garment

EPISODE 23: All Foods Clean

EPISODE 24: Treasure in heaven

EPISODE 25: Resurrection

EPISODE 26: Restoring the Kingdom

samPle ePisode summaries For a comPlete list go to: www.ffOz.Tv/ePisOdes

episode 01: The Good news (saMple episode)
Most Christians believe that the Gospel message of Jesus is that he died for our sins and 
if we have faith in him we will be given the gift of eternal life. While certainly this is a 
major component of the Gospel, it is not the whole story. In episode one viewers will 
learn that the concept of the Gospel wasn’t invented by Jesus or the disciples, but rather 
was prophesied in the Old Testament. The “Good News” was the promise of the coming 
messiah and that he would bring redemption to the children of Israel.

episode 03: call his name yeshua
It may be shocking to learn, but the fact is that many people were named Jesus in first 
century Israel. So how is it then that his name is the name above all names? In episode 
three the name of Jesus is explored in depth in order to gain a better understanding of 
the significance of not only Christ’s name but his mission. The name Jesus means 
“salvation” and it was preordained in the prophecies of the hebrew Scriptures that the 
Messiah would bring salvation not only to Israel but to all mankind.

episode 12: raising disciples
Everyone knows that Jesus had twelve disciples but many would be surprised to find out 
that the institution of discipleship existed centuries before the time of the Apostles. In 
episode twelve, viewers will gain a better understanding of what it means to be a disciple 
from the understanding of Judaism in the days of Messiah. Jesus tells us that “Every 
disciple fully trained will become like his teacher.” Indeed, to be a Christian means to be  
a disciple of Jesus, a student responsible for learning and becoming like one’s rabbi.

episode 18: speaking in parables
It may be surprising to many Christians that the use of parables was not unique to Jesus but 
was rather a Jewish literary art form that had been developed over centuries. In episode 
eighteen viewers will learn that Jesus used parables not as riddles but stories to help clarify 
his points. Jesus’ parables attempted to make it easier for his listeners to grasp his words 
because they were seeing and not hearing. Like other rabbis of his day, Jesus used parables 
to serve as simple illustrations to help us understand his message about the kingdom.

episode 24: Treasure in heaven
What did Jesus mean when he told his disciples to store up treasures in heaven? In 
episode twenty-four, we will take a look at the phrase “treasures in heaven” through a 
Jewish lens. Jesus tells us that God rewards his children openly for what they do in secret. 
Viewers will learn that being disciples of Jesus means being a generous person, giving to 
the needy and the work of the kingdom and not focusing on earthly gain.
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First Fruits oF Zion — mission and vision

We are a team of dedicated disciples of Yeshua (Jesus) that have a heart to 
educate, transform, and inspire others for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. 
We are governed by our values, driven by our vision, and labor each day within 
our set mission. Our resources support our vision and the kingdom of heaven 
realized and revealed by the people of God.

ministry strengths

First Fruits of Zion is a ministry that focuses on Bible study and education. 
We are a part of a prophetic movement of God in which his spirit is returning 
his people to a proper biblical foundation rooted in the Jewish Messiah. We 
specialize in the study and teaching of Scripture from its historical, linguistic, 
and cultural context. We use the latest scholarship, ancient Jewish sources, 
and extra-biblical literature to present a Messianic Jewish reading of the Bible 
and early Jewish-Christianity. We are guided by sound scholarship and driven 
by a heart for the restoration of the body of Messiah.

5 ministry objective
 Our objective is to help rejuvenate the believer’s faith, encouraging him or her   
 to become zealous for Messiah, discipleship, and the whole Word of God.

L vision
 Daily laboring toward the kingdom of heaven, “A promise of what is to come.”

o mission
Teaching the Torah and its way of life, fully centered on the Jewish Messiah,  
to all of God’s people.

ministry values

Ú The fundamental goodness of 
all of God’s people

Ú Learning, doing, and giving

Ú Presenting a confident and 
forthright message with grace,  
integrity, and peace

Ú Teamwork, interdependence, 
and mutual accountability

Ú Solid academic work made 
accessible on a popular level

Ú Consistency between our 
personal lives and the public 
message we represent

Ú Excellence and professionalism

Ú Responsible and careful use of 
our teaching platforms

about First Fruits oF Zion

First Fruits of Zion (FFOZ) is an educational ministry that was founded in 1992. 
FFOZ is dedicated to the Jewish Messiah, Jesus. This mission involves restoring  
to the Church an understanding of the Jewishness of Jesus and its foundations  
with Israel. FFOZ is a non-profit (501(c)(3)) organization with offices in the United 
States, Canada, South Africa, and Israel.


